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Bulldmg on the Past

|” How have we learned
from the past?

to heaven itself.

- Greek myth, “The Flight of Icarus,” retold by Sally Benson

Key Terms

| omyth
e culture

B In what way do mod-

ern inventions depend on
the past?

5 Did you ever wish you could
fly? The idea of flight has intrigued
people throughout the ages. Three
. thousand years ago the ancient
- Greeks told the story of a boy
named Icarus who wanted to fly.

. Icarus flew toward the sun on
- wings made of feathers and wax.

But he flew too close to the sun,

- and the wax melted. He fell from

: the sky to his death.

. The story of Icarus is not true.

It is a myth, a story told by people
. to explain their past. Nevertheless,

on his face and the clear air above and below him. He flew

higher and higher into the blue sky until he reached the
clouds. His father called out in alarm. He tried to follow, but he
was heavier and his wings would not carry him. Up and up Icarus
soared, through the soft moist clouds and out again toward the glo-
rious sun. He was bewitched by a sense of freedom; he beat his
wings frantically so that they would carry him higher and hlgher

[ carus, beating his wings in joy, felt the thrill of the cool wind
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it shows that people long ago were
also fascinated with flight.

People have been experiment-
ing with flying machines since the
days of the ancient Greeks. In the
300s B.C., a Greek named Archytas
(ahr KY tuhs) built a “wooden
pigeon” that moved through the
air. Around the same time, the
Chinese discovered how to make
kites. Today, we have learned to
make machines that let us fly. But
like Icarus, we still try to fly higher,
now reaching toward the stars.

PUSSE

Learning from the Past

The dream of flight is one

of the many ideas we share with

. the people who came before us.

¢ In fact, we owe much to the inven-
- tions and accomplishments of peo-
¢ ple of the past.

Many things we take for

granted today were made possible
: by the achievements of the people

who came before us. Take, for ex-
ample, something as simple as a
bicycle. The bicycle as we know it
dates back only to about 1790,
when a Frenchman invented a two-
wheeled wooden scooter. On the
next page, A Closer Look shows
some of the inventions that had to
come first. m
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A CLOSER LOOK

Bicycle Technolog

When you ride a bicycle, you are
pedaling a machine that took thousands
of years to create. Each part of a bicycle
has a long history.

How do you make a faster wheel?

That's what people in Mesopotamia were y
wondering about 2,000 8.¢. They came up/
with the idea of spokes to lighten the h AVy
solid wheels on their-chariots (below). With
spokes the chariots rolled faster.

Life didn't have mu
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Y Notice the different
wedding traditions of
cultures found in the
United States, China,

and Indonesia.

Learning from Other Cultures

As the example of the bicycle

. shows, we have built op inventions
f}'om many different periods of

. tume and from many different

. Cultures. A culture consists of the

. behaviors, beliefs, customs, and at-
: titudes of a group of people. It is

: reflected in the artwork, the litera-
: ture, the language, the inventions,

. and traditions of the people. It is
. affected by the geography and cli-
. mate where people live.

We have benefited from the

accomplishments of human cul-

tures reaching
back millions
of years.
Throughout
this book you
will learn
about the
many contri-
butions of
these an-
cient cul-
tures. You
will also
recognize
how the

decisions and actions of people in
the past affect our lives today.

The Earliest Cultures
The first human cultures began

developing about two million years

ago. One of the first accomplish-
ments of these cultures was learn-
ing to make and use crude stone
tools. With simple tools such as
sharp-edged rocks, people could
hunt animals for food. They also
learned to work together to go
after large animals. These groups
of people then developed rules of
behavior for members to obey.

A second important accom-
plishment of early cultures was
learning to farm. About 9000 B.C.,
people in some parts of the world
began to settle down in one place
for long periods and produce their
own food. Once farmers could pro-
duce enough crops to feed other
people, some people had time to
develop other skills, such as pot-
tery making or weaving.

Another important develop-
ment was the rise of cities in some
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PATTE OF the world beginning b
W00 1.0 Al larpe BEOIpE of pred
ple gatliered together in citi 5,
mere opportunities for specialized
workers, sucli as huild I8, balkery,
and artists were created, Tn addi
Hon, ity life resulted in (he need
for more extensive systems of iy
ermment, And bringing e
together also meant o grenter ex

b change of ideas

L Changes in Cultures
’ What causes cullures (o
ichange? New ideas and Inventions
Wolien lead people to develop new
praya of doing things, or example
')a invention of WrIing systems
llowed people 1o record (el
;’uughm and discoveries and (o
Communicale them (o ofher
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Changes In the environmen|
) cause cultures o chanps, Oyer
e, the climate In an aren can

]

Jouug

With cultures of the pagt!

Ly :Lrnlm Sl
!

R E V I E

How have we leamed from the [ast?
& CONNECT Whart do oultures of today have In common

9!;;. SYATEMS How are oulturos different from each
ORITIGAL THINKING Wihat will the cutturas of the future

Chisihige. Also, tistural digasters
it sig floods s enr thepuakes can
aller the landseape. People st
Hhen tmioye ar lear 1o adjist te
new Livitig conditions
ANGthet tmnjor sonitce of
Chanpe s contact with other cul
Hires, When people from different
Cultires mmeet, they are exposed ty
the ways of life of each culture
Cultures change from within
s well, Factors such as population
prowth and conflicty between
proups within a culture can bringy
about new ways of doing thitips

The Cultures of Today

Today we live in a world of
many cultures —a multicultural
world, We have learned from cul
turet of all parts of the world, and
we continue Lo interact with other
cultures, We are linked 1o the cul-
tures of the past, just as cultures of
the future will be linked to uy, m
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Actows Time & Space

When cultures come in
contact, they learn from
cuch other. For example,
Native Americans tauyht
Luropean seftlers how to
Brow corn and sweet
potatoes, The settlers
passed the information
back 1o Europe. Now
these foods are cultivated
all around the world

W What is a culture?

w
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b abiles 10 loar from the cultures of today?
B, AcTvirY Soloct an everyday object and investigate

How it I connected to the past, Make 4 ligt showing
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Poossles af (S $hisd 4

bject | .



